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Contfolted Playback at Sot Top Box 



The STB stores the digital files it needs for playback. These files are in a compressed formal 
(e.g., MPEG, MIREG), The STB will also receive J>laylisEs, whidh are files (e.g. Text) that 
contains information such as filename, identifier, or pointer, date and time to play, and if tiic 
playback is time or trigger based. The STB will process the playlisi and vse either tiihe or a 
trigger to determine when a file b to be played. The STB will process triggers that may be a 
tone, if analog, or a digital pattern or signal. 

The STB may be analog in which case the file is decoded to analog video. If the STB is digital, 
it can produce an digital stream with the file spliced into the data stream. 

The problem that this invention solves is that broadcasters arc not able to narrow cast down to a 
STB level today. With this control software, the STB will receive digital files <video/aadio, 
commands, playlists). The STB will execute the playlist automatically so that each STB can 
insert commercials into the broadcast program stream at a specified time ot ai a trigger. This wiD 
enable each STB to insert commercials that arc personaiized to the customer a^d STB. 

2. How does the invention solve the problem or achieve an advantage.(a description of "the {nvention\ 
including figures Inline as appropriate)? . . 

This Inveniion directly solves the problem by providing the ability for the STB to provide local ad insertion 
and playback. 

3. If the same advantage or problem has been identified by others (inside/outside IBM), how have those 
others solved it and does your soUition differ and why is it better? 

Local ad Insertion today is done at the cable headend or television station only. 

4. If the Invention is impJemented in a product or prototype. Include Technical details, purpose, dfeclosura 
details to others and the date of that Implemeniaton. 

It Is not implemented today. 
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ConlroOed Playfaa* at Set Top Box 
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|Respor»g»Due to IP.&L.: ^ ' 

Main Idea 

^Ite of dlsblosujre-{in Engtisil). 
Controlled Playback at Set Top Box 

«ldea of diadosctre 

1 . Describe your invention, stating the problem solved (If appropriate), and Indicating tfie advantage of 

^^sp^^^^^ managed playback operations at a set top box (STB). :ri..S^^^ 

Sora^^og^playbackbutmustincludeahaiddisk ^^T'^'^u'" T '^t 

Zf^or^ locaUy on ttie STB, The STB wiU receive a piaylist tbat defines what file is to be 
played or decoded at a specified time or at a specified trigger pomL 
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